
SECOND EDITION

TAIWAN
Nation-State
or Province?

JOHN F. COPPER

WestviewPress
A Division of HarperCollinsiW>/isAers



Contents

List of Photographs ix
Preface xi

1 THE LAND ANDTHE PEOPLE

Physical Setting, 1
Climate, Soil, and Natural Resources, 5
Population, 7
Ethnic Groups, 10
Culture, 13
Transportation and Communication, 16
Notes, 18

2 HISTORY 21

Prehistory and Early History, 21
Western and Chinese Rule, 24
Part of the Japanese Empire, 29
World War II, 32
Part of China Again, 34
The Republic of China, 37
Standing on Its Own, 39
Taiwan Under Chiang Ching-kuo, 41
Taiwan Under Lee Teng-hui, 43
Notes, 46

3 SOCIETY A N D CULTURE 51

Social Structure and Order, 51
Ethnic Groups, 54
Language and Religion, 58
Early Forces of Social Change, 64
Economic Development and Social Change, 67



vi Contents

Education, 70
Social Problems, 74
Notes, 78

4 POLITICAL SYSTEM 81

Political Culture and Tradition, 81
The Constitution, 84
The National Assembly and Presidency, 88
The Five-Branch Government, 92
Local Government, 97
Political Parties, 100
Elections, 105
Ideology, Modernization, and the Future, 109
Notes, 112

5 THE ECONOMY 115

The Economy to 1950, 115
The Economy After 1950, 118
Economic Growth Strategies, 124
Key Industries and "The Economic Miracle," 128
The Labor Force, 131
Foreign Trade, Investment, and Energy, 134
A Model of Economic Development, 139
Notes, 141

6 FOREIGN AND MILITARY POLICIES 145

Historical Background, 145
Security and Foreign Policy, 151
Domestic and Foreign Policy, 156
Taiwan and the United States, 160

_V Taiwan and the People's Republic of China, 163
Taiwan and the Rest of the World, 167
Ties with International Organizations, 172
Notes, 174

7 T H E FUTURE 179

Basic Assumptions, 179
Internal or Domestic Variables, 185



Contents

External or Global Variables, 189
Alternative Futures, 193
Summing Up, 198

Selected Bibliography 201
About the Book and Author 207
Index 209


