
TEMPLE RESTORATION
IN

EARLY ACHAEMENID JUDAH

BY

PETER ROSS BEDFORD

BRILL
LEIDEN • BOSTON • KOLN

2001



CONTENTS

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS ix

ABBREVIATIONS xi

I. INTRODUCTION 1

The Jerusalem Temple of Yahweh in Achaemenid
Judah: Issues, Sources and Recent Interpretations 1

Issues 1
Sources and Recent Interpretations 7

Scope of the Present Study 27

H. LIVING WITHOUT THE JERUSALEM TEMPLE—
IN JUDAH AND BABYLONIA 41

Judean Communities in Judah and Babylonia 42
Restoration Hopes and the Reformulation of

Royal-State Ideology 63

ffl. REBUILDING THE JERUSALEM TEMPLE OF
YAHWEH IN ACHAEMENID JUDAH I:
THE REIGN OF CYRUS II 85

The Ezra Narrative 87
The Cyrus Edicts I l l

The Hebrew Edict 114
The Aramaic Edict 129

The Policy of Cyrus 132
Between Cyrus and Darius: Explaining the Delay

in Rebuilding 157
Summary 180



Vlll CONTENTS

IV. REBUILDING THE JERUSALEM TEMPLE OF
YAHWEH IN ACHAEMENID JUDAH II: THE
REIGN OF DARIUS I 183

Temple Rebuilding as an Achaemenid Persian
Initiative 185

The Meyerses 185
J. P. Weinberg 207

Temple Rebuilding as a Judean Initiative 230
Temple Rebuilding as an Act of Judean

Rebellion 230
Ideology for Temple Rebuilding 237

Haggai 238
Zechariah 254

Temple Rebuilding as an Act of Political
Legitimation and Social Integration 264

Haggai and Zechariah as "Millenarian"
Prophets 264

The Timing of die Rebuilding and the
Identity of the Supporters of die
Rebuilding 270

The Participation of Zerubbabel and Joshua
in the Temple Rebuilding 292

Summary 298

V. CONCLUSION 301

BIBLIOGRAPHY 311

INDEX OF MODERN AUTHORS 347

INDEX OF BIBLICAL REFERENCES 353

INDEX OF OTHER ANCIENT SOURCES 367


