
G e n n a d y B a r a b t a r l o

A e r i a l V i e w

E s s a y s o n N a b o k o v ' s A r t

a n d M e t a p h y s i c s

PETER LANG
New York • San Francisco • Bern • Baltimore

Frankfurt am Main • Berlin • Wien • Paris



Contents

Acknowledgements page ix

Preface 1
Notes 5

1. Jack in the Suitcase r e v e n g e " ; 7
Notes 18

2. The Informing of the Soul (Invitation to a Beheading) 21
Notes 33

3. Grandmother's Charm (The Enchanter) 39
Notes 70

4. Nabokov's Little Tragedies (English Short Stories) 77
Notes 102

5. Despite Proofreaders (The Russian Lolita) 107
Notes 119
Examples 123

6. A Resolved Discord (Pnmj 143
Notes 186

V l l



Contents

7. Nabokov's Cryptography (Entrefllets) 193

The Main Secret 193
Beautiful Soup 197
Four Notes on Pale Fire 205

-Shade's Peer in Ada 212
See under Sebastian 213
Scrambled Bacon 217
The Defense Marginalia 220

Terror and Beatitude 228

Notes 238

Appendixes (Archival Material)

Nabokov's Reliquary Poem 245
"25 October, 1917": An Autograph . 257

Nabokov and Wilson . 263

Bibliography and Abbreviations 285

Index 297

vin


