
LAND, ECOLOGY
AND RESISTANCE

IN KENYA, 1880-1952

A. FIONA D. MACKENZIE

EDINBURGH UNIVERSITY PRESS
for the International African Institute, London



CONTENTS

List of Figures and Tables vii
Preface ix
Abbreviations xi
Glossary xii

1 Introduction 1
1. The 'Revolt of the Women', 1948: forms of resistance 1
2. The environment: reconstructing knowledge, deconstructing

power 8
3. The narrative 16

2 Agrarian structure and resource control, Murang'a District:
the ng'undu system circa 1880 20
1. Introduction 20
2. Language and land 24
3. Production, organisation and control 37
4. Wanjiru's story: reconstructing agro-ecological knowledge 49
5. The 1890s: ecological and human crises 58

3 Discourse, custom and land: 1899-1934 63
1. Introduction 63
2. The search for'original custom', 1899-1929 65
3. The Committee on Native Land Tenure in Kikuyu Province,

1929 75
4. Intersecting arguments: land and environment in the Kenya

Land Commission, 1932-1934 82

4 The construction of colonial agricultural knowledge, Kenya,
1914-1952 98
1. Introduction 98
2. The research agenda 100
3. New seeds for old 107
4. Politics and soil 117



vi CONTENTS

5 'Betterment' I. Agricultural production, Murang'a District,
1905-1952
1. Introduction. The creation of a labour reserve
2. From millet to maize
3. The ecology of food crop production
4. Wattle

6 'Betterment' II. The campaign to save the soil, Murang'a
District, 1930-1952
1. Introduction
2. 1930-1938
3. The War Years
4. 1945-1952
5. An alternative: coffee

7 Murang'a District: land, labour and environment
1. Introduction
2. Land: reconstructing custom
3. Labour - on and off the farm
4. Gender, economy and environment

Notes
Archival Sources
References
Index

. 125
125
128
147
150

155
155
155
156
161
167

170
170
171
187
199

208
264
265
282


