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cation, and especially bombing intensified dramatically; and war-
related pressures on the Johnson administration, my family, and
me increased almost daily. Public support remained strong but
dissent began to grow. Three further sporadic, amateurish, and
ineffective attempts to start negotiations failed. The period ended
with still another request from General Westmoreland to increase
U.S. troop levels. And underlying it all was the growing gap
between the president and his secretary of defense, a gap crys-

tallized by a memorandum from me to President Johnson on May
19, 1967.
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On several occasions during the Vietnam War, the Joint Chiefs
of Staff recommended actions which they stated might lead to
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the use of nuclear weapons. And recent disclosures have shown
that during the Ciban Missile Crisis in 1962, the United States,
the Soviet Union, Cuba, and indeed the world came much closer
to nuclear disaster than was realized at the time. There is today
both a growing recognition of the lack of military utility of
nuclear weapons and a heightened understanding of the risks
associated with their continued deployment. As a result, more and
more security experts are urging that nuclear arsenals be reduced
below the levels agreed to by Presidents Bush and Yeltsin. Some
are urging we return, insofar as practicable, to a non-nuclear
world.
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