
Megalopolis: The
Giant City in History

Edited by

Theo Barker
formerly Professor of Economic History

London School of Economics and Political Science

and

Anthony Sutcliffe
Professor of Economic and Social History

University of Leicester

\

St. Martin's Press



Contents

Preface
Theo Barker vii

Notes on the Contributors ix

1 Introduction: The Giant City as a Historical
- Phenomenon

Anthony Sutdifie T

2 Rome: A Pre-industrial Megalopolis °
H. W. Pleket 14

3 The Densely Populated Areas in Ancient China:
Their Types and Effects on Historical Development

Ge Jianxion 36

4 London: A Unique Megalopolis?
Theo Barker 43

5 Port Functions, Innovation and the Making of the
Megalopolis

josetW. Konvitz

6 'An Imperial Amsterdam'? The St Petersburg
. Age in Northern Europe

Max Engman 73

7 The Impact of Moscow on the Development of
Russia

Ya. E. Vodarsky . 86

8 Berlin (1871-1939) - Megalopolis Manque!
\ Gerhard Brunn 96



vi Contents

' 9 Some Reflections on the Concept of Megalopolis
and its Use by Patrick Geddes and
Lewis Mumford

Helen Meller 116

10 Anglo-Saxon Cities on the Pacific Rim
Lionel Frost 130

11 Bangkok: From Primate City to Primate Megalopolis
Malcolm Falkus 143

12 Cities and Culture: An Embarrassed Silence
D. J. Olsen 166

13 Sao Paulo: The Quintessential, Uninhibited
Megalopolis as seen by Blaise Cendrars in the 1920s

Nicolau Sevcenko 175

14 Megalopolis Unbound: Decentralisation and the
End of Metropolitan Culture • ^-=v

Robert Fishman (194

Index 204


