
Novel Affinities 

Composing the Family in the 
German Novel, 1795-1830 

Sarah Vandegrift Eldridge 

© CAMDEN HOUSE 
Rochester, New York -



Contents 

Preface and Acknowledgments ix 

Introduction: Novel Subjects, Novel Genealogies 1 

Part I. Models of Generation 
1: The Formation of the Self: Biology and Pedagogy 

around 1800 31 

2: Cultivated Resemblance: Imitation and Edi cation 
in the Novel 57 

Part II. Text as Testa ment 
3: Direct Testation: Legal Inheritance, Plot Inheritance, 

Origin Stories 96 

4: Indirect Testation: Documents, Written Cu ture, and the 
Writing of Life 119 

Conclusion: Novel Instability 146 

Notes 159 

Bibliography 181 

Index 191 


