
LIBERIA:
A National
Polity
in Transition

by
D. ELWOOD DUNN
and
S. BYRON TARR

The Scarecrow Press, Inc.
Metuchen, N J., & London
1988



CONTENTS

List of Illustrations - yjj

List of Abbreviations ix

Preface xi

INTRODUCTION 1

1. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 9
Early Peoples of the Grain Coast g
Europe's Early Interaction with Grain Coasters 11
The Transatlantic Slave Trade and Its Effects on

the Grain Coast 14
Abolition and Repatriate Entry 17
Foundation of Liberian State 21

2. LIBERIAN SOCIETY 27
Ethnic Composition and Characteristics 29
Population and Labor Force 33
Social Issues 39
Social Values and Change 40

3. THE LIBERIAN POLITY: THE FIRST REPUBLIC 42
Nineteenth-Century Origins 42
Institutions and Processes 46
The Tubman Years, 1944-1971 57
The Extraordinary Seventies 65
Judgments on an Era 82

4. THE MILITARY INTERREGNUM 86
Context of the Military Intervention 86
The 1980 Coup and Its Immediate Aftermath. 93
Making of New Constitution and Politics of

Return to Civilian Rule 98



The 1985 Elections and Their Differential Results 115
A Second Republic or Civilianization of Military

Rule? 122

5. THE LIBERIAN ECONOMY 125
The Economy Today 127
Prospects for Recovery and Growth 157

6. FOREIGN RELATIONS 166
Diplomatic Origins and Recognition 166
Relations with the West 168
Liberia and Africa 178
Liberia and International Organizations 190
Liberia and the Communist World 191

FUTURE PROSPECTS 194

Appendixes 202

Notes 207

Selected Bibliography 229

Index 243

VI


