
African Ethics
An Anthology of Comparative and Applied Ethics

Edited by

MUNYARADZI FELIX MUROVE

lUl
SSi UNIVERSITY OF KWAZULU-NATAL PRESS



Contents

Acknowledgements ix
Introduction xiv

PART I: African Ethics in the World 1

1 Cinderella, Survivor and Saviour: African Ethics and the
Quest for a Global Ethic 3

Martin H. Prozesky

2 Beyond the Savage Evidence Ethic: A Vindication of
African Ethics 14

Munyaradzi Felix Murove

3 Africa's Wisdom has Two Parents and One Guardian:
Africanism, Islam and the West 33

Ali A. Mazrui

PART II: The Primacy of Ubuntu in African Ethics 61

4 Ubuntu and its Socio-moral Significance 63
Mluleki Munyaka and Mokgethi Motlhabi

5 Ubuntu as the African Ethical Vision 85
Augustine Shutte



Ubuntu: Reflections of a South African on Our
Common Humanity 100

Barbara Nussbaum

PART III: African Ethics and Christianity 111

7 Is There a Specific African Ethic? Towards a Discussion
with Western Thought 113

Be'ne'zet Bujo

8 Can Christian Ethics Find its Way and Itself in Africa? 129
Neville Richardson

PART IV: African Bioethics 155

9 African Bioethics: An Exploratory Discourse 157
Munyaradzi Felix Murove

10 African Traditional Healers: Are they as Good at Economics
as they are at Medicine? 178

Kenneth L. Leonard

11 'I Am Because We Are': Giving Primacy to African Indigenous
Values in HIV&AIDS Prevention 188

Musa W. Dube

PART V: African Business Ethics 219

12 The Incarnation of Max Weber's Protestant Ethic and the Spirit
of Capitalism in Post-Colonial African Economic Discourse:
The Quest for an African Economic Ethic 221

Munyaradzi Felix Murove

13 Ubuntu and Business: Reflections and Questions 238
Barbara hlussbaum



14 Cows Never Die: Embracing African Cosmology in the
Process of Economic Growth 259

Mvume H: Dandala

PART VI: African Ethics and the Environment 279

15 Ecology and Ethical Responsibility from an African Perspective 281

Be'ne'zet Bujo

16 Well-fed Animals and Starving Babies: Environmental and
Developmental Challenges from Process and African
Perspectives 298

Martin H. Prozesky

17 Ecology through Ubuntu 308
Mogobe B. Ramose

18 An African Environmental Ethic Based on the Concepts of
Ukama and Ubuntu 315

Munyaradzi Felix Murove

PART VII: African Ethics and Political Transformation 333

19 African Moral Theory and Public Governance: Nepotism,
Preferential Hiring and Other Partiality 335

Thaddeus Met?:

20 Does African 'Corruption' Exist? 357
William De Maria

21 Politics and the Ethic of Ubuntu 375
Augustine Shutte

22 Springboards for Modern African Constitutions and
Development in African Cultural Traditions 391

Bine'zet Bujo

23 Towards Emancipative Politics in Modern Africa 412
Mogobe B. Ramose



24 Ubuntu and Democratic Good Governance in Malawi:
A Case Study 427

Richard Tambulasi and Happy Kayuni

Contributors 441
Index 447


