Seizo Sekine

Transcendency and Symbols
in the Old Testament

A Genealogy of the Hermeneutical Experiences

Walter de Gruyter - Berlin - New York
1999



Contents

PIEfACE .ovicerirecirccentrccnceeserserecsmrn s cesssesssesseassntntsnnsseessesstsassnssnesensnssessassens A"
INPOGUCHION  ..ovveeeeeeeecereicrtrese st et st s s s et e s e s se e as st se e saessssesssasens oo 1
1 The Ten Commandments: An Old Testament-Based Exegesis
and their Ethical Grounds ............ueeeerceneneeeesreeessssesseeessessnens 16
1.1  The Sixth to Ninth Commandements .........c..ccoccovnrecennivenrerereceenrnes 17
12  The Basis for the Sixth to Ninth Commandments:
_from Kant to Watsuji ....c.ocoveurieeeunnerenestenestsesc s 26
1.3 A Reexamination of the Basis for the Sixth to Ninth
Commandments: Doubts about Watsuji’s Theory .......ccccecvenenen. 32
1.4  The First Four Commandments .........c.occoecemenenerniesneesseceersesseseenne 35
1.5  The Fifth and Tenth Commandments .........ccooeervreverrrnenercnseecnseces 62
1.6 The Locus of the Problem ........oeevermmmimne, 73
1.7  An Old Testament-like Basis for the Ethical Imperatives .............. 75
2 Qohelet as a Nihilist .........ccoocomiccininiciniiniccrenrrecsnrecenssreseeensaas 91
2.1 Problems in Current Research .........cccccovcemirvinrenicccrnseereesescensennens 91
22 Defining the Concept of Nihilism — Drawing on Nietzsche
and Heldegger ......coeereereecrerecsecrrtes sttt e ee s 96
23 Qohelet, the Nihilst ........cccovrirreniecererrceircnirrreresvesenneeseeseeseeseeseas 99
24  Qohelet’s Thought from a Nihilist Perspective ........ccccocoveeeeenuneee. 104
24.1 The Subjectivism of WisdOm ......cccccecereerrmnnrreescvernnnesssevccaenens 104
242 Relativization of Qohelet’s unterstanding of God ........................ 108
243 VANILY .ottt et ase e are e 113
244 Repudiation of a Subsuming Purpose .......ccccceceveenininnccrnccncennns 116
245 EQOISIN .cooecrviirerrcenienrcerssensissesestsstsssessassnssnesesasensacsnesencesennnens 121



VI

3.1

3.11
3.1.2
3.13
3.14
3.15

3.1.6

32
321

322

33

331
332
333
334
335

336

4.1
42

43
44

Contents

Sin, forgiveness and atonement in David:

Focussing specifically on 2 Samuel 12 and Psalm 51 .................. 129
Introduction: A Comparison of Hebrew and
Greek Historiography ......c.ccccvcvceeveenenninsennenniccneesieseeseesseesensseenens 130
An Overview of Hatano's Argument ............coovvevervsrvesnseceernnns 130
An Overview of Collingwood’'s Argument ...........cooeceervrecuererrenene 132
Interim ObSEIVAtIONS  ....c...ccceeveernerereereecrcesriansrerersssssesssresessessenens 133
Hatano’s Argument: Not Refuted by Thucydides? ....................... 134
Collingwood's Argument: Not Refuted by
the Succession Narrative? ........cccevvecereesvnnnecnnennersesressssessessesens 138
Tentative Conclusion and Future Outlook ..........cccooveeiveveenernenenn 143
28amMUEl 12 ..ot st e ereans 145
The Orthodox Hebraic Interpretation: .
Introducing Hertzberg’s Commentary ....c...ccccceeevcceveveeeeeenccrverennns 145
A Heretical Hellenic Interpretation ..........ccoccoccvccenvenvcercerccrencennnen 149
PSAlm 51 ..ot ssenee e e s e ste s essa st e e ssnaneens 157
Provisional Translation of PS. 51  .....cooveviemmrrnnceerce e cecreenceceeene 157
Several Doubts Arising from a Hellenic Approach .........c.c.e...... 160
Introducing Goulder's Theory .......cccocceimiicnicnnennescreereeeeneaens 161
Examination of Goulder's ThEOTy ......ccccvvevverrecesererscssnscsennenas 171
My Interpretation of Ps. 51:
A Hermeneutical Essay on Symbols .......cc.cvecniccenicecnncecnnnennne 188
Conclusion: Via Conflicting Interpretations ..........cccocvceerrerceecnrnn 210
A Symbolism-based Interpretation of the Adamic Myth  ............... 215
Ricceur’s exegesis of the Adamic Myth .......cccvvveernvecccrnenceconnen 216
The Adamic Myth: Translation and Commentary ...........coceeueeee. 227
Addendum (1): On the "knowledge of good and evil" .................. 233
Addendum (2): On the contradiction surrounding dying .............. 240
Addendum (3): The issue of autonomy or free Will s 245
Addendum (4): On the shame of nakedness .........c.cococvuruevennnnnees 257
" My Interpretation of the Adamic Myth ...ooveeeeeeeceereeseeens 267

CONCIUSION ..t e e e e e s amt s e e e mt e e e s e e nmenn e 277



Contents IX

5 The Concept of Redemption in Second Isaiah:

A Redactional StUAY —.........ceocevercemeciiiniciiiinin s 284
5.1  Onthe Theodicy of Suffering .......ccccccevevnmnnneicneeerececi 284
5.1.1 Problematic issues in Weber's theory on

the Theodicy of Suffering ......cccccvvnmiiiniee 284
5.1.2 Presentation of a Redactional Hypothesis ..........cococeminviiiiinnnnnas 289
5.1.3 Phases of the Understanding of Salvation in each

Redactional LaYer ..........ccoccvvemrccmiennmnnennnnncsnesnncsissessesssnenns 299
5.1.4 Phases of the Concept of Sin in each Redactional Layer .............. 309
5.1.5 Phases of Universalism in each Redactional Layer

(SUMIMATY) ettt be st sbe b onssnsansnannas 318
5.1.6 Amendment of the Redactional Hypothesis — ConclusionI ......... 320
5.1.7 A Reconsideration of the Theodicy of Suffering —

Conclusion II  ....coiviiiiiicrrieerenrccrerreeereenr e esvee e e e s sae s raeens 326
5.2 On ViICATIOUSNESS  ....cocevuevrrrererrienerersrecssesscassesstrsssessassessesseresssenees 339
5.2.1 A Critical Survey of the History of Interpretation Concerning

the Figure of the Servant in the Fourth Song ..........ccccvvevvevennnnee 341
522 TheProblem .....cccccoviieceveeinnriseernnneeencrnesenserssessssessessessessessessasees 361
5.2.3 An Essay on the Redaction History of the Fourth Song

OF the SEIVANT  ..ccoirieerictierrerncerrerer et s e st e s ressesesnsanseas 363
524 Overall Conclusion: A Reconsideration of Redemption ............... 372
5.2.5 Two supplementary diSCUSSIONS ......cccceeevreveenirneenneecnrcnncrsenerncaens 385

Appendix 1: Table of the Differences in the figure of the Servant
(FOT § 5.1) oottt et e e et 393

Appendix 2: The Fourth Song of the Servant (52.13-53.12) -

Translation and NOLES  .......covvevievrerireriiciiees e esssreessreeessessssnnesas 396
Bibliography  ....cccoeieee e 399
INAEX OF NAIMES  ..oovoevieeieeeieriiiieer et eesneesseeeestsesnesasssesannsesssessenseessenesases 417
Index of Scripture References ........cccoccemiivceiiinnincnnnciinenecenssieennnn, 422

Index Of Hebrew WOIdS .....oooieeeieiiieiiiiiieicetreeseesneecssreessnessesesssseeesanns 440



