Tahmoores Sarraf

Cry of a Nation

The Saga of the Iranian Revolution

F 3

PETER LANG
New York * Bern ¢ Frankfurt am Main ¢ Paris



Contents

Preface ......ccviiiiiiiiiiiiii ittt e e.e... X
I. The Brewing of Revolution....... e e 1
Revolutionary Fever............... et ieeeeeeaeaaa 4
Revolutionary Process......................... R 11
Attitudes During the Revolution...................... 15
Bakhtiar, the ‘““Last Hope’.................coovvnn... 17
Formality of the Shah: .
Centralization and Authoritarian Style............... 18
Mismanaged Land Reform........................... 24
Mismanaged Clerics............... [ .Y
Mismanaged Wealth................................. 27
Mismanaged Constitution............................ 28 .
2. The Provisional Government......................... 37
Manipulation by Khomeini........................ ...37
Dissolution of the Shah’s Military Structure............ 53
United States and Revolution............ e eeeeeeana 56
Rapid Decline of U.S. Influence.......... [P 61
Reflection of Iranians on Iran-American Conflict....... 64
The United States: A Reluctant Guest
Who Became Involved.................. ... ..ot 68
3. The City of Qum: Center of Shi’ah Cleric Culture...... 87
Theological School.......................... veee....88
Emergence of Ali Shari’ati:
A Voice Crying for Change......... PP .94
Khomeini Phenomenon..............................97
The Voices of ‘‘Moderation’........ et teeareeaaas 101

Theocracy in Contrast to Bureaucracy........ Teeeann . 105



4. Fundamentalism In Action...........cciviiieeeeennn i

Fundamentalism in Iran.....................oiiunn.. 114
Fatva—Religious Decrees.............cccovvviieeene. 116
Fatva: Consumption of Meat...................... 116
Fatva: Women—Hejab and Equality........ e 117
Fatva: Marriage..........ccoiiiiiiiinnnninnnennes 124
S. OppOoSItion . .......oiiiiiiii ittt i i 139
Style of Leadership: Vilayat-e Fagih.................. 139
Justification of Vilayat-e Faqih...................... 140
Execution of Shah’s Generals and Other Elites......... 144
Execution of Hoveida and Others............. P 145
Move to Qum to Counteract Opposition '
of Ayatollahs Ozma..................cvvvivenn.. 148
Intellectual Clerics. . ..o vvvviirvniiiiiineennnnnnns 149
Taleghani ...........cccoiiiiiiiiiiiinnenennn. 149
Motahhari .............cciii ittt 152
Decrees Based on Khomeini’s Interpretation
of Vilayat-e Faqgih................ e reeaeaa. 153
Attack on Vilayat-e Fagih.................. s 153
Attack by Clerics. . ......cciiiviiiiiiiiininnnnnn. 154
6. Opposition: Bazargan.............ccciiievnineeannnss 163
Execution of the Opposition.............:........... 169
7. Opposition: Mujahedin-i Khalg...................... 177
Mujahedin-i Khalg......:.........coiiiiiiiiinne., 179
Bani-Sadr and the Mujahedin.............. [P 184
Final Punishment of the Mujahedin and '
Other Opposition Groups............ccvovivvveennnn 186
8. War with Iraq..............ciiiii it 197
War Strategy and Shi’ah Symbolism................ ..201
Recruitment and National Motto..................... 202
Nationalism, War and the Death Toll..... e ...204 .
Attainment of Weapons. ...............coiiivennnn. 207
.. War of the Cities.......... e SO ...209
The Savage Finale: - :
- Iraq’s Use of Chemical Weapons........... e 210
ConClusion . ......ctv ittt it et a e 213



9. The Immigrants. . ........oviiienrarernencnennnnaens 219

Flight of Western-Educated Iranians.................. 222
Successful Iranian Immigrants....................... 224
COldtimers’ ... .. e i e 224
NEWCOMETS . ..ottt ir it in e e enenensnonnnans 225

Less Successful Immigrants.......................... 230
Students of the late 1970°s and 1980’s.............. 231

Draft Dodgers.......cccvviivenrenrnrnnenenreannns 232
Political Refugees and Minority Groups............. 233
71310 o5 O 233
DiSCUSSION . ... viitii e iie it iieeinnecnaeaessanaansn 235
Conclusion.............cccovnnn. e, 237

10. Prospects for Reconstruction......... e 243
Religious ‘‘Proletariat’.................ccciiiune... 244
Post War Reconstruction...............cooiiieeennan. 246
Theological Reform a Must..................ccounn 253
“To Pluck or not to Pluck™....................... 253
Atmosphere for Reform........ reieiie e e 256
Economic Reform................ 0. iiiiiiiiiinnne, 263
Investment of Foreign Capital a Must.............. 265

Iran and Western Societies: A Realistic Appraisal...... 268
AppendiX. ... ... ... i i i e e 277
GloSSaIY . .t it i iiiii e ieieeste e teaeaenearnearasas 279
Bibliography ........cciiiiiiiii ittt it 283



