THE BEAUMONT
| TWINS

The Roots and Branches of Power
in the Twelfth Century

DAVID CROUCH

] Y

The right of the
University of Cambridge
1o print and sell
all manner of books
was granted by
Henry Vil in 1534.
The University has printed
and publithed continuously

. since 1584,

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS

CAMBRIDGE
LONDON NEW YORK NEW ROCHELLE
MELBOURNE SYDNEY



CONTENTS

List of illustrations ) page ix
Preface - xi
List of abbreviations ) XV
PART I NARRATIVE 1
1 THE BEAUMONT TWINS IN THE REIGN OF HENRY | 3
Minority, 1118—20 3
Conspiracy and rebellion, 1121—4 13
Reinstatement 24
2 THE BEAUMONT TWINS AND STEPHEN OF BLOIS 29
The defence of Normandy, 1136-8 29
The period of Beaumont supremacy at court, 1138—41 38
Readjustment ST
3 BEAUMONTS, PLANTAGENETS AND CAPETIANS,
1144—68 58
The importance of Meulan s8
The dilemma of Meulan, 114466 64
Robert of Leicester and Henry Plantagenet 79
Earl Robert as justiciar, 1155—68 89
A summing-up 96
PART II ANALYSIS 99
4 THE HONORIAL BARONAGE 101
The honorial community: the case of Breteuil 102
The honorial baron 115
The honorial barony and military service 132
$§ ADMINISTRATION 139

Lay household officers 139

vii



Contents

Clerical officers 148
Curia 155
Local administration: the Leicester exchequer 163
Local administration: officers and deputies 166
6 REVENUES 177
Towns 178
Tolls 183
Trade ' 185
Forest 189
Feudal incidents 193
Farm ’ 194
7 THE BEAUMONTS, THE CHURCH AND THE WIDER
WORLD 196
Church patronage 196
Advocacy 204
The intellectual life of the Beaumont twins 207
Count Waleran and the origins of heraldry 211
8 CONCLUSION 213

Appendix I A new source for the death of Robert of

Meulan, A.p. 1118 216
Appendix II Genealogical tables: I. Tourville, II. Harcourt,

III. Hereditary stewards of Meulan 218
Bibliography . 223
Index 227

viii



