
RHETORIC IN

THE MIDDLE AGES

A History of the Rhetorical Theory

from Saint Augustine to the Renaissance

by

James J. Murphy

Arizona Center for Medieval and Renaissance Studies
Tempe, Arizona

2001



Contents

Preface ix
On Scholarly Debts xi
Abbreviations ziii

PART ONE: ANCIENT RHETORICAL THEORY AND ITS CONTINUATIONS

I The Four Ancient Traditions 3
II Saint Augustine and the Age of Transition, AJ>. 400 to 1050 43

III Survival of the Classical Traditions . 89

PART TWO: MEDIEVAL RHETORICAL GENRES

IV Ars poetriae: Preceptive Grammar, or the Rhetoric of Verse-
Writing 135

V Ars dictaminis: The Art of Letter-Writing 194
VI Ars praedicandi: The Art of Preaching 269

Epilogue: Rediscovery and Implications 357

Appendix: Figures of Diction and Thought from Rhetorica ad
Herennium, Book IV 365

Index 375


