Cosmos and Society in Oceania

Edited by
Daniel de Coppet and André Iteanu

Oxford ® Washington, D.C.



Contents

Introduction
Daniel de Coppet and André Iteanu

1  Closure and Multiplication: An Essay on
Polynesian Cosmology and Ritual
Alfred Gell

2 Cosmogonic Aspects of Desire and Compassion
in Fiji
Christina Toren

3 AnEssay on the Symbolic Construction of

Memory in the Kaluli Gisalo
Nancy D. Munn

4 On ‘Grandmothers’, ‘Grandfathers’ and Ancestors:

Conceptualizing the Universe in Mono-Alu,
Solomon Islands
Denis Monnerie

5 Rituals and Ancestors
André Iteanu

6  Revealed by Illness: Aspects of the Gnau
People’s World and their Perception Of It
Gilbert Lewis

7  Replacing Cultural Markers: Symbolic Analysis
and Political Action in Melanesia
Lisette Josephides

8  The ‘Holding Together’ of Ritual: Ancestrality
and Achievement in the Papuan Highlands
Eric Hirsch

21

57

83

105

135

165

189

213



vi Contents

9 ‘Are’are Society: A Melanesian Socio-Cosmic Point
of View. How are Bigmen the Servants of Society
and Cosmos?

Daniel de Coppet 235
10 The Sibling Incest Taboo: Polynesian Cloth and

Reproduction

Annette B. Weiner 275

Index 327



