
ZIMBABWE'S FIGHT TO
THE FINISH

THE CATALYST OF THE FREE
MARKET

John Louis Moore

Kegan Paul
London • New York • Bahrain



CONTENTS

Acknowledgements ix

Map One - Administrative Provinces of Zimbabwe xi

Map Two - The Natural Regions of Zimbabwe xii

List of Tables and Figures xiii

Abbreviations xv

Introduction: Making Sense of the Chaos 1

1 Rhodesian Political Economy, 1890-1962 11

1.1 Primitive Accumulation 1890 - 1930 14
1.2 The 'Two Pyramids' 1930 - 1953 21

1.2.1 The 'Pyramids' Framework 22
1.2.2 Industrial Take-Off 25
1.2.3 The Contradictions of Uneven Development 28

1.3 The Partnership Era 1953 - 1962 30
1.3.1 The Native Land Husbandry Act 31
1.3.2 Economic Stagnation and the Failure of 'Partnership' 34

2 The Skewed Fortune of the UDI Economy 39

2.1 Founding Features of the UDI Economy 41
2.2 National Economic Development during the UDI 46

2.2.1 The Manufacturing Hub 47
2.2.2 Anomalies of the Agrarian Sector 50
2.2.3 The Balance of Payments 56
2.2.4 Macroeconomic Management and Welfare 58



2.3 The Nature of the Economic Crisis 63
2.4 The Resurgence of Foreign Power 65

2.4.1 The Ascendancy of Western Finance 66
2.4.2 The Shortfall of Lancaster House 69

3 The African Experience of S APs and
the Global Debate 75

3.1 The Record of SAPs and the Evolving Rationale 80
3.1.1 The Economic Rationale 81
3.1.2 The Economic Record 84
3.1.3 Broadening the Rationale 86

3.2 The Political and Economic Failure of Loan
Conditionalities in Africa 88
3.2.1 The Nature of the African Crisis 90
3.2.2 The Turmoil of SAPs 92

3.3 The Malaysian Challenge: Is the Tide Turning? 97
3.4 Toward an Alternative in Africa 103

4 The Demise of a Macroeconomic Compromise 107

4.1 The Case for State-Led Structural Reform 111
4.2 The Tyrannies of Circumstance 117

4.2.1 Macroeconomic Realities 118
, 4.2.2 The Extent of Land Reform and Large-Scale

Commercial Trends 122
4.2.3 An Evolving Agrarian Crisis 127

4.3 'Macro-Populism' and the IFIs 132
4.4 The Undemocratic Roots of the SAP 140

5 Maize and Cotton: National Performance under
the SAP and the Plight of Shiri Household at
Muzvezve Resettlement 145

5.1 The Rise of Family Capital Regimes at Muzvezve 149
5.2 The Rationale of Grain and Cotton Market Liberalisation 153
5.3 The Impact of Grain and Cotton Market Liberalisation 156

5.3.1 The Inefficacy of Grain Market Reforms 157
5.3.2 The Elusive Benefits of Cotton Market Reforms 165

VI



5.4 Issues of Future Sustainability 172

6 Exposure, Defence and Fate: The Case of Shumba
andMukanya 175

6.1 The Tragedy of the Shumbas
6.1.1 The Late Colonial Period, 1952-1980
6.1.2 The 1980s
6.1.3 The 1990s

6.2 The Greater Strength of Clanship: The Mukanyas
in Hwedza

6.2.1 The Late Colonial Period
6.2.2 The 1980s
6.2.3 The 1990s

6.3 Future Implications

176
177
181
185

192
193
195
198
202

7 The National Poverty Struggle, the SAP and the
Tribulations of Chiti and the Chitungwiza Blind 205

7.1 The Structural Determinants of Household Poverty 208
7.2 The Background of Chiti and the Rise of Shungu Dzedu 214
7.3 The Outbreak of Socioeconomic Stress in the 1990s:

Selected Evidence from Chitungwiza 220
7.3.1 Falling Living Standards 221
7.3.2 Social Decay and Social Reaction 222
7.3.3 The Fiscal Crisis and the Ramifications

on Health and Education 224
7.4 The Plight of Shungu Dzedu, Chiti and

Other Small-Scale Businesses 227

8 Zimbabwe Ruptures under the SAP 237

8.1 The Flawed Political Economy of the SAP and Irresolute
External Support 241

8.2 The Features of Economic Decline 243
8.2.1 Deindustrialisation: The Inadequacy of the

Orthodox View 244
8.2.2 Trade Liberalisation as a Two-Edged Sword 247
8.2.3 Stagnant Investment 249

VII



8.2.4 Monetary Policy and the Fiscal Crisis 251
8.3 The 'Time Bomb' of Land, 1990-1997 255
8.4 The Descent into Chaos, 1997-2000 258

8.4.1 Entry into the DRC 258
8.4.2 The Explosion of the Land Issue and

Belated Western Engagement 260
8.4.3 IMF Intransigence 262
8.4.4 The Emergence of the MDC Agenda 264
8.4.5 National Polarisation and the Constitutional

Debate 265

Conclusion 271

Notes 275

Appendices

1 Population by Ethnic Group 1901-1997 299
2 Population by Land Use Sector in 1992 and 1997 299
3 Zimbabwean Agriculture in Natural Regions 300
4 Balance of Payments 1968-1977 301
5 Macroeconomic Indicators 1970-1979 302
6 Balance of Payments 1981-1989 303
7 Macroeconomic Indicators, 1980-1990 304
8 World Bank and IMF Loan Portfolios, 1980-1989 305
9 A Concise Policy Matrix of the SAP, 1990-2000 306
10 World Bank and IMF Loan Portfolios, 1990-2001 309
11 Macroeconomic Indicators 1991 -2000 310
12 Volume of Manufacturing Output, 1990-1995 311
13 Balance of Payments 1990-1999 312
14 External Debt Outstanding and Repayments,

1991-1999 313

Bibliography 315

Index 341

Vlll


