
The G7/G8 System
Evolution, role and documentation

PETER I. HAJNAL
University of Toronto

With a contribution by Sian Meikle, University of Toronto

Ashgate
Aldershot • Brookfield USA • Singapore • Sydney



Contents

List of Figures viii
Hit of Tables ix
Foreword by Sir Nicholas Bayne x
Preface xii
Acknowledgements xiv
List of Abbreviations xv

1 The G7/G8 as an International Institution 1
Origins of the G7 Summit 4
'The Role of the Summit 5
Summit Reform ' 7

2 The Summit Meetings I 13
Summit Cycles 19

3 The Players 25
Russia's Membership 26
Other Candidates for Membership 28

4 The G7/G8 System 35
Ministerial Meetings 35
Sherpa Meetings 41
Meetings of Task Forces, Working Groups and Expert

Groups 41

5 Connections with Other International Organisations and Fora 45

6 The-Agenda of the Summit 57

7 Summit Results 67



vi The G7/G8 System

8 G7/G8 Documentation
Summit Documentation

The Communique
Preparing the Communique
The Political Declarations and Chairman's

Statements 75
Other Types of Leaders' Documents 79
Outside Communications to the Summit 80

Documentation of Ministerial Conferences, Task
Forces, Working Groups, and Expert Groups 81

Ministerial Documentation 81
Other Official-Level Documentation 84

9 Assessing G7/G8 Documentation 93

10 Other Sources of Information about the G7/G8 101
Archives 101
Writings about the G7/G8 101
Appendix: Examples of Writings About the G7/G8 102

11 G7/G8 Information: Internet Resources 107
Sian Meikle

Government Sites 107
International Organisations 109
Other G7/G8-Related Web Sites 110
Academic Sites 110
University of Toronto G8 Information Centre 111

History, Purpose and Philosophy 111
Contents 112
Indexing and Searching of the Site 114
Issues of Site Maintenance 115
Users of the G8 Information Centre 116

12 Conclusion 125

G7/G8 Bibliography 129
Books, Shorter Writings, and Publications in Series 130
Chapters in Books 143
Articles in Periodicals 148



Government Publications
International Organisation Publications
Internet Resources

Index

Contents vii

171
181
185
187


