VICTIM OF THE MUSES

POET AS SCAPEGOAT, WARRIOR, AND HERO
IN GRECO-ROMAN AND INDO-EUROPEAN
MYTH AND HISTORY

Tobb M. COMPTON

CENTER FOR HELLENIC STUDIES
Trustees for Harvard University
Washington, DC
Distributed by Harvard University Press
Cambridge, Massachusetts, and London, England
2006



Contents

Preface. . . . ... e ix
Abbreviations. . . . . ... ... e XV
Part I: Greece
1 The Pharmakosin ArchaicGreece . . ... ..........v.ueu.. 3
2 Aesop: Satirist as Pharmakos in ArchaicGreece . ... .......... 19
3 Archilochus: Sacred Obscenity and Judgment . . . . ... ........ 41
4 Hipponax: Creating the Pharmakos. . . . ......... ... civuunn. 59
5 Homer: The TrialoftheRhapsode. . . .. ................. 69
6 Hesiod:ConsecrateMurder. . ... ..................... 76
7 Shadows of Hesiod: Divine Protection and LonelyDeath . .. ... .. 87
8 Sappho:TheBarbedRose. . ... ....... ... vvennun. 95
9 Alcaeus: Poetry, Politics,Exile . . . ... .......... ... .... 106
10 Theognis:FacelessExile. . .. .. ............ ... ... ... 114
11 Tyrtaeus:TheLameGeneral . .. ...................... 119
12 Aeschylus:LittleUglyOne . . .. ............ ... .. ..... 130
13 Euripides: Sparagmos of anlconoclast. . . . ... ............. 135
14 Aristophanes: Satirist versus Politician. . . . ... ... ... .. .. .. 143
15 Socrates;TheNewAesop. . . ... ..ot vi i, 154
16 Victim of the Muses: MythicalPoets . . . ... .............. 166

Part If: Indo-European Context

17 Kissing the Leper: The Excluded PoetinIrishMyth . .. ........ 193

vii



18 The Stakes of the Poet: Starkadr/Suibhne . . . . .. ... ........ 218

19 The Sacrificed Poet: GermanicMyths. . . . . ... ............ 253
Part Ill: Rome
20 “Wounded by Tooth that Drew Blood™:

The Beginnings of SatireinRome . . . . . ................. 271
21 Naevius: Dabunt malum Metelli Naeviopoetae . . . ... ............ 277
22 Cicero Maledicus, CiceroExul. . . . ........................ 283
23 Ovid: Practicing the StudiumFatale. . . ..................... 295
24 Phaedrus: AnotherFabulist. . . .. ..................... 302
25 Seneca, Petronius, and Lucan: Neronian Victims . . . .. ........ 306
26 Juvenal:TheBurningPoet . .................vvvun.. 314

Part W Conclusions

27 Transformations of Myth: The Poet, Society, and the Sacred . . . . . . 323
Epilogue. . . ... .ot e 335
Appendices
A Poetry, Aggression,Ritual. . .. ....................... 339
B Aggression and the Defensive Topos:
Archilochus, Callimachus,Horace. . . .. ................. 346
C Themes ... ... ...t innnennnn 358
Bibliography . .. ........ ... . ... .. .. . ... ... ... 363
Index. . ... e 415

viii



