
David Ben-Gurion and the Jewish
Renaissance

SHLOMO ARONSON
Hebrew University

Translated by Naftali Greenwood

CAMBRIDGE
UNIVERSITY PRESS



Contents

Preface and Acknowledgments . . page ix

Introduction i

1 The Intellectual Origins of Ben-Gurion's Zionism 18
The European Renaissance and Its Interpretations 18
Humanism 19
The Future of Individual, Society, and State 22
A Zionist Utopia or a Unique Historical Approach? 29
The Humanists 40
The Influence of Berdyczewski and Heinrich Heine - Reality
and Allegory 48
The Crisis of Traditional Jewish Society 66
On "Politics," Politicization, and Statecraft 78
Western Culture versus "Uniqueness and Destiny" 87

2 The Holocaust and Its Lessons 94
The Trap Is Set 94
The Glass House 100
A Smaller Than Average Brain 104
"Not Truly a Nation" and the Question of Chosenness 107
"Chauvinists, Capitalists, Conservatives" n o
A Non-Nation Nation in a Trap 112
Rescue Efforts and Relations with the West 134

3 Ben-Gurion between Right and Left 151
Ben-Gurion and the Zionist Right 151
The Road to Biltmore 168
From Biltmore to the "Grand Season" 172
Further Remarks about the "Calculating Machine" 178
The War of Independence and the Protracted State of
Emergency 182

vu



viii Contents

4 Ben-Gurion and the Israel Defense Forces - From Formation to the
Suez-Sinai Campaign of 1956 191

The British Army as a Model 191
The Creation of the IDF and the Decision to Disband the
Separate Staff of the Palmach 202
The Givens, Aspirations, and Strategic Realities of Israeli
Society 211
The New IDF and a New Strategic Doctrine Based on the
Holocaust and Lessons of the War of Independence 214
Further Development of Ben-Gurion's Strategic Thinking 223
The Constitutional Debate and Ben-Gurion's Criticism of
Israel's Political System 228
The Birth of the Nuclear Option 242
The Road to the 1956 War 248
The 1956 War: Reality and Perceptions 253

5 From the 1956 War to the "Lavon Affair" 261
The Controversy over Ben-Gurion's Interest in the Jewish
Messianic Vision 261
The Nuclear Project and the Affair 272
Germany and the Affair - 275

6 From the "Lavon Affair" to the Six Day War 283
The i960 Affair and the 1961 General Elections 283
The 1961 Elections and the German Complex 296
Ben-Gurion's Resignation in 1963 and Prime Minister Levi
Eshkol ' 302
Eshkol's Administration and Ben-Gurion's Criticism from
Today's Perspective 313
1966 - From the "Big Blunder" to Operation Samu 332
Ben-Gurion and the Six Day War 334

Epilogue: The Renaissance That Waned and Its Leader 349

Archives 355

Interviews 357

Abbreviations 3 591

Notes 361

Published Sources 425

Name Index 439

Ben-Gurion Subject Index 451


