
PIETY AND CHARITY IN
LATE MEDIEVAL

FLORENCE

JOHN HENDERSON

CLARENDON PRESS OXFORD
1994



CONTENTS

List of Plates x
List of Figures xiii
List of Tables xiv
List of Abbreviations xvii

Introduction 1
1. Fraternity and Fraternities in Medieval Italy 13

PART I: PIETY

2. The Confraternities of Late Medieval Florence:
An Overview 33

3. The Laudesi Companies 74
4. Penitence and Penitents 113
5. Death, Funerals, and Bequests 155
6. Piety and Charity: Orsanmichele and a Public

Cult 196

PART H: CHARITY

7. Charity and the Poor before the Black Death 241
8. Charity, the Poor, and the Aftermath of the Black

Death, 1348-1400 297
9. Charity in Fifteenth-Century Florence 354

Conclusion
10. The Secular and the Sacred 411
Appendix: Confraternities Meeting in Florence,

1240-1499 443
Bibliography 475
Index 505


