AFRICA

What Can be Done?
Ben Turok

ﬁ
Institute for African Alternatives

Zed Books Ltd.
London and New Jersey



Contents

List of Abbreviations
Acknowledgements
Introduction

PART I: THE EARLY EXPECTATIONS OF
"INDEPENDENCE

. The Challenge of Neocolonialism
Victory or handover? ’
After independence, what?
Economic stagnation

Social turbulence

International straitjacket

The crisis of imperialism
Alternative alliances

The totality of contradictions

. Earlier Hopes and Expectations

Socialist euphoria

The international communist movement
African Marxists under independence

Marxists in the remaining liberation movements
The purpose of Marxist analysis

. Post-Independence Society’
Clientilism

Compradorism

State capitalism

People’s democracies

PART 2: THE STRUCTURES OF NEOCOLONIALISM

. Class structures

The bureaucracy or state bourgeoisie
The politicians

The civil servants



The state managers
The military

The bourgeoisie proper
The petit-bourgeoisie
The working class

The peasantry

. The Role of the State

Serving whose interests? — the comprador thesis
The state’s internal beneficiaries

Mistaken Soviet paraliels

The state in Zambia

Implications for socialist strategy

PART 3: WHAT CAN BE DONE?

. The Marxist Opposition

The bearers of Marxist ideology

Marxism and the national liberation movements

Marxist states in Africa

Marxists against neo-colonial regimes

Radical students

Radical organisations between the Rawlings coups; JFM and
NDM

The second Rawlings regime

. Strategic Considerations for Socialism

Guinea-Bissau: struggle for liberation

Zaire: towards a revolution that is national and social
Tanzania: neocolonialsim and economic independence
Kenya: for true independence

Lenin’s view

Cameroun: the internal enemy

Sudan: the immediate programme — democracy or socialism?
South Africa: the vanguard party and the broad front

. What Can Be Done

Present tasks

The operating context
Pan-Africanism and Internationalism

Bibliography
Index

130
131

137
139
141
144
146
149
150 .
151

153 -

159
162 .
168
17

173
179



