Enter the
King

Theatre, Liturgy, and Ritual in
the Medieval Civic Triumph

GORDON KIPLING

CLARENDON PRESS - OXFORD
1998



Contents

List of lllustrations
Abbreviations o

Introduction
1. The Idea of the Civic Triumph
2. The Christmas King

SNOON AN B W N e

. First Advent: The Fulfiller of the Profecye

. Ordo prophetarum: You are the Prince of God amongst us’
. The Sacred Flower of Jesse’s Tree

. Birth: “We all mowe blesse the tyme of your Natiuite’

. Second Advent: The Soul’s Jerusalem

. Tidings of Greac Joy: The Nativity Shepherds

. A Season of Penitence: The Least Brethren of the Lord

3. The Civic Triumph as Royal Epiphany

B W N

The Magi’s Gift: Schawand Him King with
Most Magnificence

. The Triple Triumph of the Emperor Augustus
. By These Signs You Shall Know Him

. Roy surtout trés catholique

. Theatres of Princely Epiphany

4. Third Advent: Grace in this Life and Afterward Glory

1
2.
3.
4,

5.

The Royal Entry as Triumph of Death

The Ascent to Glory: Margaret of Anjou (London, 1445)
The Office of the Dead and the Entry of Henry V into
London, 1415

The Royal Entry as'Elegiac Dream Vision: Katharine of
Aragon (London, 1501)

The Apotheosis of Christ the King: Charles VIII Enters
Troyes (1486)

5. Fourth Advent: The Civic Triumph as Royal Apocalypse

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

New Heaven, New Earth

The Wedding Feast of Sponsus Pees the King
The Bride in the Garden and the Power of Desire
The Wedding of the Lamb

The Visio Pacis as Threatened Paradise

xi

48

48
61
63
71
85
99
102

115

115
130
139
169
176

182

182
188

201

209

221

226

226
237
250
264
280



X

CONTENTS

6. The Queen’s Advent

1.
2.
3.
4.

5.

Assumpt aboue the Heuenly Ierarchie

Virgo Mediatrix

Conueie of Grace

The Queen Transformed: ‘A worthie president, a worthie
woman judge’ -

The Queen Declined: The Infernal Adventus of Mary Queen
of Scots (Edinburgh, 1561)

Bibliography

Indexes

289
289
318
327
342

352

357
373



