Jon Ortiz de Urbina

Parameters in the
Grammar of Basque

A GB Approach to Basque
Syntax

2

1989
FORIS PUBLICATIONS
Dordrecht - Holland/Providence Rl - U.S.A.



Contents

Aknowledgements . . ....... ... . ciiiiiiiiiii i e reneaeae. ix
List of Abbreviations. . ..........cciiiiiiiininiisterinierennns xi
Introduction. . ..........ccoviiiiinnientarocarsnarssansncarnnns xiii
Chapter 1. ErgativityinBasque. ...............cciiviiiiiiiienns 1
1O Introduction. ........oviiiiriniininneronneosnscnnasnnonss 1
1.1 Morphological ergativity..........covviiiierniencrnaennnn 3
1.1.1 CaseMarking. ........cciiiiiiiiiennncnnnnnennanns 6
1.1.2 Person Agreement Marking............ccoviviennnnn. 7
1.2 Syntactic Ergativity: TS/IS grouping constructions in Basque .. 15
1.2.1 Control Structures. .......cvovveueeesersonroasonsas 15
1.2.2 Genitive objects. . .....coviiiiiiiiiirieniieeennaan. 18
1.23 Anaphors. . ...ciiiiiiiiiniiieiniranstnncenenanenns 20
1.2.4 Coordinate Structures. ... ........oveverernenrarnnan 22
1.2.5 ReanalysiS. .. ocvvininiiniaseisenanensansnssannns 23
1.3 The Ergative Hypothesis...........ccoovviiieiniinn.. 34
1.3.1 Control Structures. . ......covveireeenensnnseannnass 36
1.3.2 Reflexive-passive homophony..............c0vvvun.e. 36
1.4 UnaccusativityinBasque.........c.oovviiiiiiiniieniannn, 39
1.4.1 Semantic unaccusativity in Basque.................... 40
1.4.2 Syntactic unaccusativity........covevvenraernnceennn 48
1.4.2.1 Unaccusative arguments as objects: the partitive
CBSC. st oo rrusssnasoonsrsssososossasosansnsns 48
1.4.2.2 Unaccusativity and ergativity: Basque as an exten-
ded ergative language..........cciiiininnnnn. 49
143 Casemarking. .. ....ccoiivriiieiirernneecsennecnans 51
NOLES. oot iietiietneesnnoetonsronssoossorassansnssnssssncens 61
Chapter 2. Word order and configurations. ....................0un 67
2.0 Introduction. ........cciiieiiie ittt 67
" 2.1 Word order constraints: _B_ésque phrase structure............. 68

2.1.1 N-complements. . ...c.coeevvernnireaesanennaneannes 68



2.1.2 POStPOSItIONS. . .« vv i iv it cinenerinasnarnnennssns 74
2.1.3 Adjectives. . ...t e 76
2.1.4 V ProJectionS. « «.cvvevcriannstnnesronanrannnaasnans 78
2.2 Configurationality..........coiiriiiiiserennecnneeananas 84
2.2.1 Free word order and configurations................... 85
2.2.2 SS and LF configurationality........................ 88
2.2.2.1 Crossover; arguments and non-arguments ......... 38
2.2.2.2 Referential dependencies and strong crossover.... 95
2223 Partitives. . ... oit i iiii it 97
2.2.2.4 Reciprocal anaphors....................c.... 108
222.5Bound pronouns. . ... ..eceuiiiiieretieeanans 113
2.2.2.6 Counterarguments. .. ...c..ovvnersceusnnanans 114
2.2.2.6.1 Constituency tests. . ...ccvovennoneenans 115
2.2.2.6.2 Intensive (reflexive) possessives......... 117
2.3 An analysis of Basque syntactic structure. .........c.covuee. 120
N O S e v vttt eieienrennesrsoeenueassonsassasssnsassosnnasses 130
Chapter 3. AGR and case marking. . . .........covvrernenrnenen.n. 143
3.0 Introduction..................... reiete ettt 143
3] ObJeCt ProOS. .. vvvevenunnrnnsnnsasrnronacaccornnaasnnnann 144
3.1.1 Disjointreference. .........ccieiieiennenncnennnnn 146
3.1.2 Bound pronouns. . ... ... oiveiiiiiiin it 147
3.1.3 The Specificity Constraint..........c.cevevuvenneennn. 153
3.1.4 Weak crossoverrevisited.......cc.oiviiiiiniincanns 155
3.2 The pro-drop parameter...........oivviviieiennneennnnans 157
3.2.1 Object agreement vs. object clitics ................c.... 157
3.2.2 Identification of Pro........cooiiiiieiininiieninnan, 159
3.3 Case assignment and Inflection......................oo0tt, 165
3.3.1 Case assignment in tenseless complements ............. 166
3.3.1.1 Lexical and syntactic nominalizations. .......... 167
3.3.1.2 Lexical subjects in tenseless clauses............. 173
3.3.1.3 Control in nominalizations and participials. ... .. 179

3.3.1.4 PROperties and properties of gaps in tenseless
Clauses. .. ov it i i i i i e 182
3.3.1.5 Tenseless indirect qUEStiOnS. ... .c.cvvevenenenn 187
3.3.2 Detransitivizationin AGR................coeiinnn. 188
NOtES. c vttt irieiiiiiienstiiinnenensosanasanasssnsnnsnnas 200
Chapter 4. WH-movementandfocus. ...................c0eeunnns 205
4.0 Introduction............cccvvnnn. e 205
4.1 Complementizers and Subordinators....................... 206



4.2 Wh-movement and focus in Basque: a proposal.............. 213
4.2.1 Interrogative and focal Operators...........cooeeuenn-. 217
4.2.2 Verb-second phenomena...................ciennen 219
4.2.3 SOME ATGUMENLS. . .o vvrernnvnerorosonneansassossan 223

4.2.3.1 Left positionof CP.........coiiiiiiinienn.n, 223
4.2.3.1.1 Argument/adjunct focalization......... 224
4.2.3.1.2 Verb focalization. .................... 225

4.2.3.2 COMP-like properties of FOCUS.............. 230

4.3 Further issues infocalization............ccoviiiiiiiiienn.n. 235
4.3.]1 Aux-to-Cmovement. ....c..vvvtinieiisnnesnennnsons 235
4.3.2 Focus and negation..........ooceneeinnncnoconnnnnns 237

4.3.2.1 Negative quUestions. . .......convveeveneeronnnnn 238

4.3.2.2 Negative focalization......................... 239

4.3.2.3 An alternative analysis of negative formation..... 243

4.3.3 Wh-scope and pied piping......c.cvvvvvinneennnnenn. 247

NOES. .t oviiinsiineiisttisienssrensesioosaceonssannnsessnns 262

Conclusion. .. ..ovvviiii it i e et e s, 269

Appendix. Nominal paradigms................cccioiiiiiiiinnnn. 272



