
intersections
Gender, Nation, and Community

in Arab Women's Novels

Edited by Lisa Suhair Majaj,

Paula W. Sunderman, and Therese Saliba

SJ
SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY PRESS



Contents

Illustrations ix

Acknowledgments xi

Contributors xiii

Introduction xvii

1. Modernist Arab Women Writers: A Historical Overview
SALMA KHADRA JAYYUSI 1

Part One <3|& Gender and Community

2. Framing Nawal El Saadawi
Arab Feminism in a Transnational World

AMAL AMIREH 33

3. Reenvisioning National Community in Salwa Bakr's
Golden Chariot

MAGDA M. AL-NOWAIHI 68

4. The Sixth Day of Compassion
The Im/possible Communities of Life Toward Death

MARY N. LAYOUN 94

Part Two $&> Narrating the Nation

5. Partitions and Precedents
Sahar Khalifeh and Palestinian Political Geography

BARBARA HARLOW 113

6. A Country Beyond Reach
Liana Badr's Writings of the Palestinian Diaspora

THERESE SALIBA 132



viii I Contents

7. Strategic Androgyny
Passing as Masculine in Barakat's Stone of Laughter

MONA FAYAD 162

Part Three $&> Embodied Voices and Histories

8. The Fourth Language
Subaltern Expression in Djebar's Fantasia

NADA ELIA 183

9. Voice, Representation, and Resistance
Etel Adrian's Sitt Marie Rose

LISA SUHAIR MAJAJ 200

10. Hanan al-Shaykh's HikayatZahra
A Counter-Narrative and a Counter-History

SABAH GHANDOUR 231

Works Cited 253

Index 277


