
ii mil mil mi mi

A/503055

Cutting Red Tape

NATIONAL STRATEGIES FOR
ADMINISTRATIVE SIMPLIFICATION

OECD
ORGANISATION FOR ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION AND DEVELOPMENT



Table of Contents

Summary 9

Introduction 17

Chapter 1. Simplification Strategies 19

Simplification strategies are part of broader regulatory quality
objectives 20
Improving rule making ex ante 25

Regulatory impact assessment 28
Further procedural checks 31
Controlling the flow of new regulation 32

Reviewing existing burdens ex post 33
Targeting simplification efforts 33
Anchoring simplification strategies on quantitative evidence 39

Implementing simplification strategies 48
Commitment to simplification efforts 48
Simplifying regulation 50

Conclusions 55
Notes 56

Chapter 2. Simplification Tools 59

Introduction 60
Electronically-based delivery mechanisms 61

From traditional physical one-stop shops to centralised
government portals 62
Joining-up e-government services 67
Data-sharing and standardisation 71

Process re-engineering 74
Simplification of licensing procedures 75
Facilitating compliance 79

Conclusions 81
Notes 82

Chapter 3. Institutional Frameworks 85

Introduction 86
Single purpose entities 86

CUTTING RED TAPE: NATIONAL STRATEGIES FOR ADMINISTRATIVE SIMPLIFICATION - ISBN 92-64-02978-8 - © OECD 2006



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Administrative simplification agencies 87
Regulatory reform agencies 88
External committees 90

Permanent bodies 90
Temporary or ad hoc taskforces 91

Multilevel co-ordination 93
Conclusions 94
Notes 95

Conclusions and Future Directions 97

Bibliography 101

Annex 1. Institutional Bodies in Charge of Administrative
Simplification 103

Annex 2. The Standard Cost Model in European Countries 106

Boxes

Key points 15
1.1. 2005 OECD guiding principles for regulatory quality

and performance 21
1.2. Administrative simplification in developing countries 23
1.3. Portugal's 2006 legislative and administrative simplification

programme 26
1.4. New laws strengthened ex ante control in Germany,

Greece and Italy 27
1.5. OECD guidelines for an effective RIA 29
1.6. Simplification strategies in the United Kingdom 39
1.7. The SCM Network 42
1.8. The Standard Cost Model Methodology 43
1.9. Benchmarking with the Standard Cost Model 44
1.10. Measurement efforts in Belgium and France 47
1.11. Simplifying regulation 51
1.12. Facilitating simplification of EU legislation 55
2.1. E-government and administrative simplification 61
2.2. Adele programme on electronic administration in France 64
2.3. One-stop business portals in Canada, New Zealand

and Denmark 65
2.4. Specialised one-stop portals in Korea 66
2.5. E-government initiatives in the United States 69
2.6. 2005 OECD report: E-government for better government 71
2.7. Examples of data sharing solutions in OECD countries 72

CUTTING RED TAPE: NATIONAL STRATEGIES FOR ADMINISTRATIVE SIMPLIFICATION - ISBN 92-64-02978-8 - © OECD



TABLE OF CONTENTS

2.8. Harmonising ICT infrastructure for business in the Netherlands:
the ICTAL Programme 74

2.9. Cases of facilitated licensing procedures in the Netherlands
and in Denmark 76

3.1. Australian taskforce on reducing regulatory burdens
on business 92

Figures

1.1. Institutional body in charge of administrative simplification 22
1.2. Government programmes to reduce administrative burdens 25
1.3. Burden reduction efforts focus mainly on business 35
1.4. Duration for starting a business 36
1.5. Number of procedures for starting a business 37
1.6. Surveys are used to assess the scope of administrative burdens.... 40
2.1. Techniques to reduce administrative burdens 60
2.2. Simplification of licensing procedures for business 75
2.3. Programmes underway to co-ordinate the review and reform

of permits and licences at sub-national levels of government 78
2.4. Programme underway to review and reduce the number

of licences and permits required by the national government 78

CUTTING RED TAPE: NATIONAL STRATEGIES FOR ADMINISTRATIVE SIMPLIFICATION - ISBN 92-64-02978-8 - © OECD 2006


