
I EGWORLD BANK IFC MIGA
INDEPENDENT EVALUATION GROUP

Improving Effectiveness and

Outcomes for the Poor in Health,

Nutrition, and Population

An Evaluation of World Bank Group
Support Since 1997

http://www.worldbank.org/ieg 2009
http://www.ifc.org/ieg The World Bank
http://www.miga.org/ieg Washington, D.C.



Contents

vii Abbreviations

ix Acknowledgments

xi Foreword

xiii Executive Summary

xxiii Management Response Summary

xxxi Chairperson's Summary: Committee on Development Effectiveness (CODE)

xxxv Advisory Panel Statement

1 1 Introduction

4 Rationale for World Bank Group Investments in Health, Nutrition, and Population

5 World Bank Group Strategies in Health, Nutrition, and Population

8 Objectives and Scope of this Evaluation

9 Evaluation Design and Methodology

10 Organization of the Report

13 2 Evolution and Performance of the World Bank's Country Support for Health,

Nutrition, and Population

15 The Health, Nutrition, and Population Portfolio and Its Performance

23 Monitoring, Evaluation, and the Results Agenda

27 . Is Health, Nutrition, and Population Support Reaching the Poor?

33 3 Lessons from Three Approaches to Improve Outcomes

35 Communicable Disease Control

41 Reforming Health Systems

48 Sectorwide Approaches

55 4 The Contribution of Other Sectors to Health, Nutrition, and Population

Outcomes

57 Intersectoral Approaches in Country Assistance Strategies

58 Multisectoral Health, Nutrition, and Population Lending

63 Health in the Lending Portfolios of Other Sectors



IMPROVING EFFECTIVENESS AND OUTCOMES FOR THE POOR IN HEALTH, NUTRITION, AND POPULATION

75 5 IFC's Health Strategy and Operations

77 Evolution of IFC's Approach to Private Investment in Health

80 IFC's Investment Portfolio in Health

85 IFC's Advisory Services in Health

88 IFC's Institutional Arrangements for the Health Sector

90 Social Impacts of IFC Health Investments

93 6 Conclusions and Recommendations

97 Recommendations

101 Appendixes

103 A: World Bank Group HNP Timeline

123 B: Definition of the Samples Used for Portfolio Reviews and World Bank HNP

Staff Analysis

127 C: World Bank HNP Sector Projects Approved in Fiscal Years 1996-2007

133 D: IFC Health Investments, Fiscal Years 1997-2007

.137 E: World Bank Support for Population

141 F: World Bank Support for Nutrition

145 G: World Bank Support for Analytic Work on HNP

147 H: Additional Figures on World Bank HNP Lending, Analytic Work, and Staffing

153 I: Evaluation of World Bank Participation in Two Global HNP Partnerships

155 J: Management Response

165 End notes

179 References

Boxes
7 1.1 Six Phases of World Bank Engagement in HNP

10 1.2 Evaluation Building Blocks

20 2.1 Analytic Work Supported Better Outcomes in Four Countries

22 2.2 Family Planning Can Be Successful in Difficult Environments

26 2.3 Early Childhood Interventions Improved Cognitive Development and

Nutritional Status in the Philippines

28 2.4 Is Public Health Spending Pro-Poor?

30 2.5 Links Between Health Reform Projects and the Health of the Poor Were

Complex and Uncertain

37 3.1 Successful Malaria Control in Eritrea

39 3.2 Recommendations of lEG's 2005 Evaluation of World Bank Support for AIDS

Control Remain Relevant

43 3.3 Shared Themes: Public Sector and Health Systems Reform

46 3.4 Consequences of Inadequate Stakeholder Analysis

47 3.5 Programmatic Lending Maintained Momentum on Health Reform

48 3.6 Genesis of the Sectorwide Approach in Health: An International Consensus

62 4.1 Quality-at-Entry for Multisectoral Projects Is Weak

63 4.2 Greater Selectivity in Sectoral Participation Can Improve Multisectoral

Performance


