
Poverty among Immigrant
Children in Europe
A.S. Bhalla

and

Peter McCormick



Contents

List of Tables vii

List of Figures ix

List of Boxes x

Preface v - xi

Acknowledgements xvi

List of Abbreviations xviii

1 Child Poverty and Weil-Being 1
Poverty, deprivation and destitution 2
The notions of well-being and ill-being 7
A justice-as-fairness approach to poverty 10
A capability approach to poverty 12
Children's rights and social justice 18

2 Immigrant Child Poverty in Europe 24
Adult immigrants and their children in Europe 25
Poverty incidence among immigrants and children 26
Access to education and the labour market 42
The EU approach to child poverty 45
Concluding remarks 47

3 The European Immigration Debate 49
The immigration debate 49
Family reunification 56
A common immigration policy for Europe? 58
Rights of immigrants, duties of States 61

4 Immigrant Child Poverty in Switzerland 65
The magnitude of immigrant population 65
Residence status of foreigners 67
Poverty among immigrant children 70
Access of immigrant children to education and
employment 79



vi Contents

Access to health services 86
Other indicators 89
A comparative study of immigrant children from former
Yugoslavia, Turkey and Portugal 92

Concluding remarks 97

5 Immigrant Child Poverty in France 100
Immigration: magnitude and trends 101
The status of immigrants and their children 104
Poverty among immigrant children 107
Access to education and employment ' "' ' 111
Access to health care 116
The plight of minor children 117
Romanian street children 119
Roma children 122
Concluding remarks 124

6 Housing Poor Immigrant Children in France 125
The general housing situation 126
The housing problems of immigrants and their children 130
Housing aid 137
Housing of Roma children 139
The riots in Paris suburbs 141
Concluding remarks 143

7 Switzerland vs France: A Comparative Perspective 145
The immigration policies 148
Social and political participation 165
Discrimination and racism 167
Well-being of children 169

8 Some Conclusions 174
Economic, legal and political status of immigrant children 175
Social justice and immigrant children 176

Notes 180

Bibliography 190

Name/Author Index 213

Subject Index 217


