PLASTICS & DICTATORSHIP
IN THE GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC

Synthetic Socialism

h—
oz v
- P o~ ” L RIS

¢ - ¢ ¢ . - is s AN oot [ 2,

~ y Vi K L B 4 % e ; 4 e ; i h K P
" ¢ g & 4 T, £ e /f e 7 ~ J

I, g - z s .
- S ol T i i e -
N s iy g S R S

‘ The University of North Carolina Press CHAPEL HILL

ELI RUBIN



CONTENTS

Acknowledgments xiii

Abbreviations and Acronyms xv

Introduction 1

1958, the Year of Consumption and Chemicals 17

Plastics and the Victory of Functionalist Design, 1945-1962 43
Plastics and the Socialist Apartment of the Future 81

Plastic Consumer Goods in the Everyday World of East Germany,
1958-1969 120

Centralization: Plastics, Design, and Total Control, 1962-1972 165
Conclusion 220

Notes 227

Bibliography 259

Index 281



