The Evolution of Path Dependence



Contents

List of figures vii
List of tables and boxes viii
List of contributors ix
Acknowledgements X
Path dependence: some introductory remarks 1

Lars Magnusson and Jan Ottosson

I Path dependence versus path-breaking crises: an alternative view 19
Bo Strith

2 Second-degree path dependence: information costs, political
objectives, and inappropriate small-farm settlement of the
North American Great Plains 43
Gary D. Libecap

3 Revisiting railway history: the case of institutional change and
path dependence 70
Lena Andersson-Skog

4 Path dependence in economic geography 87
Magnus Lagerholm and Anders Malmberg

5 The deceptive juncture: the temptation of attractive
explanations and the reality of political life 108
PerOla Oberg and Kajsa Hallberg Adu

6 The role of institutions and organizations in shaping radical

scientific innovations 139
Rogers Hollingsworth
7 Path dependence and public policy: lessons from economics 166

Stephen E. Margolis

8 Can path dependence explain institutional change? Two
approaches applied to welfare state reform 191
Bernhard Ebbinghaus

Index 219



