
The Rainforests of Cameroon



Contents

Foreword ix
Preface and Acknowledgments xi
Abbreviations xv

Overview 1
Note 10

Chapter 1 The Historic and Environmental Context 13
The Natural and Cultural Setting 14
Economic Depression and Recovery 16
Environmental Stewardship and Protected Areas 17
Forests and Cameroon's Political Economy 17
Institutions Involved in Forest Management 19
Notes 20

Chapter 2 The Advent of Forest Reform 21
The 1994 Forest Law 21
Economic Leverage 23
Synergies and Partnerships 23
Notes 26



vi Contents

Chapter 3 Objectives and Content of the Reforms 27
Organizing the Forest Landscape 29
Efforts to Foster Community-based

Forest Management 34
A New Strategy and System to Allocate Forest

Harvesting Rights 38
Reforms to Support Sustainable Forest Management 43
Reforms in Forest Taxation 50
Institutional Reforms 53
Notes 60

Chapter 4 A Summary of Impacts 65
General Trends 65
Specific Observations 66
Notes 71

Chapter 5 In-Depth Analysis of Impacts 73
Impacts on Sector Transparency

and Public Participation 73
Impacts on Illegal Logging 75
Impacts on Deforestation and Forest Conservation 79
Impacts on Integration of Global Environmental

Services 80
Impacts on Forest Management, Industry

Structure, and Revenue 83
Impacts on Poverty and Livelihoods 99
Notes 109

Chapter 6 Ten Years of Forest Sector Reform 115
Lessons for Developing and Implementing

Reforms 115
The Unfinished Agenda 119
Final Thoughts: Can the Reforms Achieve

Lasting Results? 126
Note 128

Appendix 1 Structural Adjustment Credits, 1994-98 131
Appendix 2 Production Forests Gazetted as of February 2006 135
Appendix 3 Conservation Estate in Cameroon 143
Appendix 4 Bidding System for Harvesting Rights 145



Contents vii

Appendix 5

Appendix 6

Appendix 7
Appendix 8
Appendix 9
Appendix 10

References
Index

Chronology of Changes in the Legislative
Framework for Forest Taxation
2005 Forest and Environment Sector
Policy Letter
Impacts on Harvest Selectivity
Evolution of Processing Capacity, 1998-2004
Modeling the Impact of Changing Fiscal Pressure
Technical Adaptations to Better Integrate
the Tax Regime and Auction System

147

151
165
169
175

181

183
189


