
THE PHILOSOPHY

AND POLITICS

OF CZECH DISSIDENCE

FROM PATOCKA TO HAVEL

AVIEZER TUCKER

U N I V E R S I T Y O F P I T T S B U R G H P R E S S



CONTENTS

Acknowledgments IX

Abbreviations xi

1 Introduction i

2 Protecting the Human: From Metaphysics

to Moral Politics 20

3 From Philosophy of History to Sacrifice 59

4 Shipwrecked: Patocka's Philosophy of Czech History 89

5 The Meaning of Dissidence and Charter -JJ 115

6 The Philosophy of the Dissident Havel 13 5

7 The Philosophy and Practice of President Havel 170

8 The Velvet Corruption: Czech Politics, 1993-1998 209

9 Conclusion: Philosophy and Politics 242

Appendix 253

Notes 263

Bibliography 271

Index 285


