DESTROYING ETHNIC IDENTITY

THE PERSECUTION OF

GYPSIES IN ROMANIA

September 1991

A Helsinki Watch Report

Helsinki Watch is a Division of Human Rights Watch

485 Fifth Avenue 1522 K Street, NW, #910
New York, NY 10017 Washington, DC 20005
Tel (212) 972-8400 Tel (202) 371-6592

Fax (212) 972-0905 Fax (202) 871-0124



Table of Contents

Acknowledgments
Preface ... e e 1
Introduction . ....... i e 4

The Legacy of Slavery:

A Historical Overview ......................... 8
Treatment of Gypsies During Communist Rule .. ......... 16
Culture ....... ... . 20
Housing ............. .. ... ... . ..., 22
Education .............. ... ... ... ... 24
Employment .......................... 26
Relations With Police and Local Authorities .. 30

The Situation of Gypsies Today . ...................... 36
Violent Attacks on Gypsy Communities ........... 37
TurulLung ........ .. ... ... .. ...... 37

Lunga ........ ... ... ... ... ... . 41
TirguMureg ......... ... .. ... .. ... ... 44
Bucharest ............ . ... ... .. ... 46

Gilnic . ... 49
Huedin ...... ... ... ... .. ... ... ... 51

Mihail Kogidlniceanu . ................... 53
Bolintin Deal ......................... 59
Ogrezeni ............. ... ... 62
Bolintin Vale ......................... 64
Pliiesiide Sus .......... ... .. .. ... ... 66
Education . ...... ... ... ... .. i 73
Culture . ... ... ... . . .. 78
Housing ...... ... ... ... i 79
Employment . ......... ... ... ... .......... 80
MassMedia ........... ... ... ... ... .. ... ... 86
The Political Process . ............ ... ... ....... 89



International Law . ...... . ittt 97

Recommen'(’ia“tions ................................ 104
Appendix A .. ... . 106
Appendix B . ... ... . L 108
Appendix C . ... ... .. 117
Appendix D . ... ... . 120

Appendix E .. ... ... o o 122



