
BRIAN BENNETT

The Last Dictatorship
in Europe

Belarus Under Lukashenko

Columbia University Press
„ New York



CONTENTS

Acknowledgements vii
Preface ix

Author's Note on Belarusian Names xi
Acronyms xiii

1. Belarus on the eve of independence 1
2. Independence and a presidential election 11
3. The 1995 referendum 27
4. The 1996 referendum 41
5. Consolidating presidential power 63
6. The situation in 2003 79
7. Consolidating personal power, the 2004 referendum 121
8. From referendum to election 159
9. The 2006 election campaign 191

10. Dictatorship achieved 2006 219
11. Lukashenko the man 259
12. Belarus after Lukashenko 289

Notes 307
Timeline 319
Biographies 337
Bibliography 347
Index 349


