
In the Shadows of Poland and Russia 
The Grand Duchy of Lithuania and Sweden in the 

European Crisis of the mid-17th Century 

Andrej Kotljarchuk 

Sodertorns hogskola 
2006 



Contents 

List of maps vii 

List of figures ix 

Abbreviations xi 

Acknowledgements xiii 

1 Introduction 1 
1.1 Foreword 1 
1.2 On practical matters 4 
1.3 Theoretical Framework, Choice of Method and Aims of the Thesis ..5 
1.4 Previous research 9 
1.5 Presentation of sources 22 

2 Separatism and policy of Poland 27 
2.1 The Grand Duchy of Lithuania after the union of Lublin 27 
2.2 The Radziwill faction: Protestant Unity and Counter-Reformation..45 
2.3 Commercial aspects of Lithuanian-Swedish relations 61 
2.4 Relations between Sweden and the GDL 67 
2.5 Contacts between the Protestants of Lithuania and Sweden 76 
2.6 The Radziwill faction and Swedish geopolitics 80 
2.7 Conclusions 87 

3 Forward Looking Security: Sweden's Approach 91 
3.1 The Declaration of Kedainiai, August 17, 1655 91 
3.2 The Birth of the Sweden-Lithuania federation: the Union of 

Kedainiai, October 20 1655 121 
3.3 The Role of the KU in changing the balance of power in the region: 

coverage of Union in Europe 138 
3.4 Swedish Lithuania and its government 143 
3.5 The Anti-Swedish uprising in Samogitia and decline of the Kedainiai 

Union 161 
3.5.1 Motives behind the uprising and its first stage 161 
3.5.2 The Swedish "Drang nach Samogitia" 165 
3.5.3 The Jesuits and Muscovy 168 
3.5.4 From Rebellion to Chaos and Civil War 174 

v 



3.6 The Samogitian Entrance and Exit from Swedish Protection 178 
3.7 Conclusions 182 

4 The Grand Duchy of Lithuania as a contested territory 185 
4.1 Paradoxes of War: Three Lithuanian Dukes and One Hetman 185 
4.2 The Importance of Russian Lithuania to the Swedish-Russian 

conflict 193 
4.2.1 Negotiations between Russia and the Lithuanian nobility 200 
4.2.2 The Role of the Lithuanian nobility at the start of the Russian-
Swedish war 209 

4.3 Radziwill's Lithuania: the Compact of Radnot and the 1657 siege of 
Brest 214 

4.4 The Ukrainian - Russian conflict over Belarus 236 
4.5 The Issue of Belarus and Lithuania in Swedish-Ukrainian relations ... 

243 
4.6 Ukrainian attempts to unite the Pinsk district 252 
4.7 The Place of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania in the Swedish 

diplomacy, 1658-1661 257 
4.8 Conclusions 264 

5 General Conclusions 269 
5.1 The post-war crisis in the GDL 269 
5.2 The Exile and Decline of Protestantism 272 
5.3 The post-war identity of the GDL nobility 279 
5.4 The European crisis: The case of the GDL 283 
5.5 Lithuania and Sweden after the European Crisis 287 

Maps 291 

Figures 297 

Appendices 313 

Bibliography 325 
Unpublished sources 325 
Published sources 326 
Literature 330 
Unpublished PhD dissertations and articles 345 

vi 

i 


