
forum 
herausgegeben vom Leibniz-lnstitut fur Landerkunde 

ifl. 
Heft 21 

Thilo Lang (Hrsg.) 

Return Migration in Central Europe: 
Current trends and an analysis of 
policies supporting returning migrants 

The following contents refer to studies which were established in the 
framework of the Re-Turn Project. The Re-Turn Project is implemented 
through the CENTRAL EUROPE Programme Co-financed by ERDF 
(European Regional Development Fund). 

UfeiiLj 
CENTRAL 

* EUROPE 
COOPERATING FOR SUCCESS. 

EUROPEAN UNION 
EUROPEAN REGIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT FUND 

Leibniz-lnstitut fur Landerkunde 
Leipzig 2013 



Content 

1 Introduction 5 
Thilo Lang, Zoltan Kovacs, Lajos Boros, Gabor Hegedus, Gabor Lados 

2 Comparative Report on Re-Migration Trends in Central and Eastern 
Europe 11 
Stefanie Smoliner, Michael Forschner, Josef Hochgerner, Jana Nova 

2.1 Introduction 11 

2.2 International Theories of Return Migration 12 

2.3 Defining and Measuring Return Migration 17 

2.4 Synthesized Findings: Return Migration Trends in Central and Eastern Europe (CEE) 21 

2.4.1 Return Migration in CEE - Cross-Country Results 21 

2.4.2 Return Migration in CEE - Country Specific Empirical Studies 23 

2.4.3 Synthesis of National Results 38 

2.4.4 Who Comes Back? Data Analysis of Return Migration 41 

2.5 Return Migration - The Regional Perspective / 46 

2.5.1 Returning Migrants and Regional Development: Theoretical Concept 46 

2.5.2 Regional Economic and Labour Market Profile 48 

2.5.3 Perspectives for Returning Migrants 50 

2.6 Conclusions 51 

2.7 References 54 

3 Returning People to the Homeland: Tools and Methods Supporting 
Remigrants in a European Context 58 
Zoltan Kovacs, Lajos Boros, Gabor Hegedus, Gabor Lados 

3.1 Introduction 58 

3.2 Factors and Impacts of Return Migration 58 

3.3 National Policies Aimed at Stimulating Return Migration 61 

3.4 Local and Regional Best Practices to Generate Return Migration 68 

3.5 Types of Best Practices, their Feasibility and Adaptability 88 

3.6 Conclusions and Recommendations 92 

3.7 References 94 

List of Authors 95 


