
POLSKA AKADEMIA NAUK
INSTYTUT GEOGRAFII I PRZESTRZENNEGO ZAGOSPODAROWANIA

IM. STANISLAWA LESZCZYCKIEGO
MONOGRAFIE, 12

Piotr Eberhardt

POLITICAL MIGRATIONS
ON POLISH TERRITORIES

/ (1939-1950)

WARSZAWA2011



POLISH ACADEMY OF SCIENCES
STANISLAW LESZCZYCKI INSTITUTE OF GEOGRAPHY

AND SPATIAL ORGANIZATION
MONOGRAPHIES, 12

Piotr Eberhardt

MIGRACJE POLITYCZNE
NA ZIEMIACH POLSKICH

(1939-1950)

fill \r

\\\\Al VJ1))I//yy^

WARSZAWA2011



Contents

Preface for English edition [L.A. Kosinski) 9

Foreword [A. Sakson) 13

I. INTRODUCTION 15

II. POLITICAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE CHANGES ON THE OCCUPIED
TERRITORY OF POLAND BETWEEN 1939 AND 1945 23

/
III. POLITICAL MIGRATIONS ON POLISH LANDS IN THE YEARS

1939-1950 37
III. 1. Movements of population caused by the September 1939

Defensive Campaign 37
111.2. Resettlements of population from the Polish lands incorporated

into the Third German Reich 44
111.3. Deportations of population from the Polish lands incorporated

to the Soviet Union 52
111.4. Inflow of the German population into the occupied Polish areas 64
111.5. Transportation of Polish citizens to work to the Reich and to the

Nazi concentration camps 70
111.6. The movements and the Holocaust of the Jewish population 77
111.7. The Generalplan Ost and its implementation in the region

of Zamosc 93
111.8. Resettlements of population within the General Governorship... 98
111.9. Evacuation and flight of the German population to post-war

Germany 108
III. 10. Repatriation of the Polish population from the areas to the East

of the Curzon line 120
III. 11. Return to Poland of the population deported by the Nazi

occupants and re-emigration from the West 129
III.12. Deportations of the Polish and Ukrainian populations in the

final stage of the war and in the postwar period into far areas
of the Soviet Union 137



Political Migrations on Polish Territories (1939-1950)

III. 13. Postwar resettlements of the Ukrainian and Belarusian
population 141

III. 14. Planned resettlement of the German population to the Potsdam
Germany 146

III. 15. Post-war emigration of Jews from Poland 156
III. 16. Settling of the Western and Northern Lands by the population

of Polish nationality 164

IV. THE INFLUENCE OF THE POPULATION MOVEMENTS ON THE
DEVELOPMENT OF THE POPULATION NUMBER OF POST-WAR
POLAND AND THE TRANSFORMATION OF ITS ETHNIC
STRUCTURE 177
IV. 1. Demographic losses of Poland in the period 1939-1945 177
IV.2. The scale of migrations during and after the war 180
IV.3. The balance of changes in the population of Poland in the years

1939-1950 183
IV.4. Geographical and geopolitical consequences of the boundary

shifts and population migrations 194

Bibliography 201

Summary 217

List of tables L 221
List of figures 224



List of tables

Table ILL Division of the territory of Poland between USSR and Germany
in the years 1939-1941 25

Table III.l. Numbers of Polish POWs in the camps of NKVD* between Octo-
ber and December 1939 43

Table III.2. The numbers and the distribution of the deported "settlers" in
the USSR as of April 1st, 1941 56

Table III.3. The numbers and the distribution of the deported "refugees" in
the USSR as of April 1st, 1941 57

Table III.4. Numbers of Polish citizens subject to repressions in the USSR
in the years 1939-1941 60

Table III.5. Soviet repressions on the eastern lands of Poland in the years
1939-1941 61

Table III.6. German population settled until 15 September 1944 on Polish
lands incorporated into the Reich 67

Table III.7. Germans on the territories incorporated into the Third Reich
according to the German estimates of 1942 70

Table III.8. Numbers of persons deported from the General Governorship to
work in the Reich in the years 1939-1945 72

Table III.9. Numbers of workers employed in the Reich originating from the
Polish territories incorporated into the Reich and from the General
Governorship in the years 1941-1944 73

Table III. 10. Distribution of the deported Polish workers over the territory
of the Third German Reich 75

Table III.11. Numbers of Jewish population in Poland in 1931 according to
voivodships 79

Table III.12. The biggest Jewish ghettoes during the Nazi occupation on the
Polish territories 84

Table III.13. Numbers of victims of the Nazi extermination camps according
to A. Weiss, Cz. Madajczyk and R.Hilberg 87

Table III. 14. Numbers of victims in the Nazi extermination camps accor-
ding to J. Marszalek 88

Table III. 15. Numbers of Jewish population deported to occupied Poland ... 92



222 Political Migrations on Polish Territories (1939-1950)

Table III. 16. Numbers of Soviet POWs having died on the occupied Polish
territories 101

Table III.17. Deportation of the population from Warsaw to the transitional
camp in Pruszkow 103

Table III. 18. Ethnic structure of the population of General Governorship in
the years 1940-1942* 1 0 5

Table III. 19. Population of the eastern areas of Germany, which became
after 1945 a part of Poland (data as of 1939) 109

Table III.20. Germans on the territory of Poland (within the boundaries
after the end of the Potsdam conference) before the start of the flight
and evacuation 110

Table III.21. Number of German refugees from Poland and from the territo-
ries incorporated into Poland 117

Table III.22. Repatriation of Polish population from the Soviet Union to
Poland in the years 1944-1949 125

Table III.23. Distribution of the Polish DPs in the zones of western part
of Germany and Austria as of September 1945 132

Table III.24. Repatriation of Poles from the western zones of Germany in
1945 133

Table III.25. Repatriation from the western zones of Germany and from
Austria to Poland 133

Table III.26. Numbers of Poles arrested by the organs of NKVD in the fra-
mework of the action of so-called purification of the hinterland of the
military fronts 139

Table III.27. Ukrainian population resettled to the USSR between 15 Octo-
ber 1944 and 5 July 1946.... 143

Table III.28. Ukrainian population resettled to the USSR in the years
1944-1946 143

Table III.29. Numbers of German population resettled from Poland in the
years 1946-1949 150

Table III.30. Germans resettled from Poland in the years 1945-1947 152
Table III.31. The resettlement of Germans from the territory of Poland to

Germany in 1945-1950 152
Table III. 32. Distribution of Jewish population in Poland in 1946 160
Table III.33. Numbers of Jewish population in Poland in the years 1945-

1948 160
Table III.34. Numbers of Jewish repatriates having come to Poland from

the USSR in 1946 161
Table III.35. Illegal emigration of Jews from Poland (July 1945-May

1946) 162
Table III.36. Legal emigration of Jews from Poland (July 1946-December

1946) 163
Table III.37. Inflow of the "re-settlers" to the Regained Lands in 1945 165
Table III.38. The numbers and the distribution of the repatriates from the

USSR on the Western and Northern Lands 167



List of Tables 223

Table III.39. Territorial origins of the Polish population residing on the
Regained Lands in 1947 168

Table III.40. Population of the Western and Northern Lands according to
the territorial origin in 1950 172

Table 111.41. Population of the Western and Northern Lands according to ter-
ritorial origins in 1950 (in particular voivodships) 175

Table IV. 1. Population of Poland according to mother tongue on the occu-
pied areas (as of 31 August 1939) 184

Table IV. 2. Changes in population numbers on the post-war territory
of Poland 1931/1933-1950 186

Table IV.3. Population number changes on the post-war territory of Poland
1931/1933-1950 187

Table IV.4. Approximate estimates of the balance of changes in the popula-
tion of Poland in the years 1939-1945 189

Table IV.5. Rough estimate of the balance of changes in the population
of Poland in the years 1945-1950 190

Table IV.6. Ethnic structure of the population of Poland (as of 31 August
1939) 191

Table IV.7. Ethnic structure of the population inhabiting the territory
of post-war Poland in 1939 and 1946 192

Table IV.8. Ethnic structure of the population inhabiting the territory
of post-war Poland in 1939 and 1950 ; 193

Table IV.9. Ethnic structures of Poland as of 31 August 1939 and 3 Decem-
ber 1950 193



List of figures

Fig. II. 1. The political-administrative division of Poland in 1938 24
Fig. II.2. Political-administrative division Polish territories in 1940 26
Fig. II.3. Political-administrative division of Polish territories in 1943 32
Fig. 11.4. Political-administrative division of Poland at the turn of the

year 1946 34
Fig. II.5. Ethnic structure of the populations inhabiting the areas situ-

ated between the eastern boundary of Poland as of/1939 and the
western boundary of Poland as of 1946, according to the state as
of 1931/1933 . 35

Fig. III. 1. Polish military taken prisoners of war by the Germans and
Soviets, as well as refugees to the neutral countries after the defeat
of September 1939 40

Fig. III.2. Polish POW camps on the territory of the Soviet Union on 30 Octo-
ber 1939 42

Fig. III.3. Deportations of Polish population to General Governorship from
the areas incorporated in the Third Reich in the period 1939-1944. 51

Fig. III.4. Deportations of Polish citizens into far areas of the Soviet Union
in the years 1939-1941 and transportation of Polish labour force to
work in the German Reich in the period 1939-1944 59

Fig. III.5. Settling of German population on Polish territories incorporated
into the Third Reich until September 15th, 1944 68

Fig. III.6. Spatial distribution of Jewish population in Poland, according to
larger towns and counties, as of 1931 80

Fig. III.7. Extermination of Jewish population in the death camps during
the Nazi occupation 89

Fig. III.8. Estimation of the losses of Jewish population in the period of Nazi
occupation 90

Fig. III.9. Extermination of the Soviet POWs in the camps during Nazi occu-
pation 100

Fig. III. 10. Forced movements of Polish population on the territory of Gene-
ral Governorship during the Nazi occupation 107



List of Figures 225

Fig. III.11. Repatriation and re-emigration of the Polish population to Poland
from the West and East after the termination of the military activi-
ties 136

Fig. III. 12. Resettlement of the Ukrainian and Belarusian population from
the eastern border-adjacent territories 144

Fig. III. 13. Planned resettlement of the German population from Poland in
the period 1946-1949 151

Fig. III. 14. Demographic losses, flight and resettlement of the German popu-
lation from the areas lost by Germany 154

Fig. III. 15. The action of settling the Regained Lands with Polish population
in the period 1945-1947 169

Fig. III. 16. Territorial origins of the population of the Regained Lands in
1950 173

Fig. III. 17. Territorial origins of the population of Poland according to voi-
vodships in 1950 174

Fig. I V.I. Boundary changes on the Polish territories during the World
War II 182


