
Michael Broning 

"Jewish Monopoly Capitalists" 

Jewish History in East-German 
Schoolbooks 1948-1972 

Wisserischaftlicher Verlag • Berlin wvb 



Table of Contents 

I. INTRODUCTION 13 
I.n. Methodology 14 
I.1H. State of Research 16 

II. THE GDR'S DEVELOPMENT IN THE PERIOD DISCUSSED 19 

III. GRAND NARRATIVES - THE 
OFFICIAL PRESENTATION OF HISTORY 25 

m.I. Relation of Marxism-Leninism to Religion 25 

III.II. Marxism-Leninism, the GDR and History 30 

ni.III. School-Education in the GDR 34 
Ill.llla. The "Socialist Personality" 35 
111. III. b. The Textbooks 37 
III. III. c. The Polytechnic Schools 38 
III III.d. The Teaching Force 39 

IV. TEXTBOOK ANALYSIS 41 
LV.I Antiquity 41 

IV.l.a. The 1948 Edition 41 
IV.I.b. The 1951 Edition 51 
IV.I.e. The 1952 Edition 59 
IV.l.d. The 1957 Edition 63 
IV.I.e. The 1960 Edition 64 
IV.I.f. The 1963 Edition 64 
IV.l.g. Conclusion 64 

IV.II. The Middle Ages 67 
IV.II.a. The 1948 Edition 67 
IV. lib. The 1951 Edition 69 
IV.II.c. The 1952 Edition 69 
IV.II.d. The 1954 Edition 71 
IV.II.e. The 1960 Edition 73 
IV.II.f. The 1964 Edition 73 
IV.II.g. Conclusion 74 

IV.III. The Early Modern to Modern Era 76 
IV.III.a. The 1948 Editions 76 
IV.III.b. The 1952 Editions 77 
IV.III.c. The 1954 Edition 78 
IV.III.d. The 1960 and the 1963 Edition 79 
IV.III.e. Conclusion 79 



IV.IV. The Holocaust and National-Socialism 81 
IV.IV.a. The 1952 Edition 81 
IV.IV.b. The 1960 Edition 91 
IV.IV.c. The 1961 Edition 97 
IV.IY.d. The 1964 Editions 103 
W.IV.e. Conclusion 108 

V. CONCLUSION 113 

VI. BIBLIOGRAPHY 121 

VI.I. Sources in Chronological Order 121 

VI.II. Literature 122 


