The Soviet
Intelligentsia

An essay on the
social structure
and roles of Soviet
intellectuals

during the 1g960s

L G Churchward

Reader in Political Science
University of Melbourne

Routledge & Kegan Paul

London and Boston



Contents

Preface
Glossary

Introduction

The intelligentsia in Soviet society
Definition
General features of the intelligentsia

The social structure of the Soviet intelligentsia
The rural intelligentsia

Women intellectuals

Ethnic inequalities in the Soviet intelligentsia

Recruitment and training of the intelligentsia

Higher educational institutions

Streams in education

Higher Party Schools

National representation in the Soviet intelligenisia

Main professional groupings

Postgraduate students

Administration of universities and higher educational institutes
Graduation problems

The intellectual culture
Professional organizations
Intellectuals in public organizations

ix

xi

@O W

16
24
27
29



Contents

5

vi

Intellectual life styles

Status groups within the intelligentsia
Prestige and prestige rating

Living standards

Life styles of intellectuals

Social roles of the Soviet intelligentsia

Basic role

Intellectuals as organizers and developers of the productive
process

Intellectuals as organizers of culture

Intellectuals as theorists and generalizers of social experience

System maintenance and system adaptation

Official recognition and rewards

The intelligentsia and politics

Avenues of political influence of the intelligentsia

Relations between the party apparatus and the intelligentsia
Positive aspecis of the relationship

Negative aspects of the relationship

The future of the intelligentsia

Political approaches of the Soviet intelligentsia
Control and coercion

Future prospects

Appendices
I The USSR Academy of Sciences
IT Decision of the C.C. of the CPSU and the

Council of Ministers of the USSR on Improving
the Co-ordination of Scientific Research (April
1961)

IIT Resolution of the 4th Writers’ Congress to the
Central Committee of the CPSU (May 1967%)

IV A Reform Charter of the Intelligentsia

Notes
Bibliography

Index

70
70
75

79
81

135

139
145

150

162
164

168
186

201



Tables

~ O Qv OO N

O WO

11
12

13

The size and composition of the Soviet intelligentsia,
December 1967

Output of tertiary graduates, 1918-69

Distribution of Soviet professionals, December 1967
Distribution of scientific workers, 1950-65
Distribution of scientific workers according to
speciality, December 1967

Village youth—hopes and realization

Inequalities in the ethnic composition of
professionals, January 1959

Ethnic composition of scientific workers

Ethnic composition of tertiary students
Distribution of aspirants according to discipline,
December 1968

Fathers’ social status and children’s inclinations
Ranking order of individual occupations, 1963
Ranking order of attractiveness of sciences, 1963

II

19
20

vii



