
GENDER AND CITIZENSHIP

Politics and Agency in France, Britain
and Denmark

BIRTE SUM
Aalborg University, Denmark

CAMBRIDGE
UNIVERSITY PRESS

 
 

  
© 2008 AGI-Information Management Consultants   

May be used for personal purporses only or by  
libraries associated to dandelon.com network. 



Contents

List of Tables and Figures vii
Preface viii
Abbreviations x

Introduction: Feminist Rethinking of Citizenship 1 *
The New Paradigm about Gender in Modern Democracies 3
Key Notions: Agency, Power and Discourse 4
Methodological Reflections and Outline of the Book 8

1 Towards a Gender-sensitive Framework of Citizenship . I S "
The Heritage from Marshall 13
The Male-breadwinner Model 14 —
The Inclusion of Gender in a Comparative Framework

of Citizenship 18 —
The Vocabulary of Gender and Citizenship in France,

Britain and Denmark 20

2 Theories about Citizenship 24 '
The Classical Traditions: Liberalism, Republicanism

and Socialism 24
Rethinking Democratic and Social Citizenship 24 >
The Framework of Social Rights 26
Visions of Democratic Citizenship 28 •

3 Feminist Approaches to Citizenship 31
Key Notions in the Feminist Vocabulary of Citizenship 32 *
The Patriarchal Figure 33 «
The Maternalist-communitarian Model 34
The Pluralist Participatory Model 36
Social Constructivism and the Postmodern Challenge 38
Feminist Visions of Equality, Difference, and Social Change 40 y



vi CONTENTS

4 Gender and Citizenship: The French Case 44
Assumptions about Gender in the Republican Discourse 44
Democratic Citizenship and Women's Exclusion from

Political Rights 49
The Politics of the Family and Women's Agency in the

Interwar Period 55
Shifts in the Discourseand Politics of Women's Rights 59
The Transformation of Women's Democratic Citizenship 66
Conclusion: Promises and Constraints on Equal Citizenship 75

5 Gender and Citizenship: The British Case 79
Assumptions about Gender in Liberal Discourse 79
New Liberalism, Democratic Citizenship and Family Politics 84
The Male-breadwinner Norm in the Postwar British

Welfare State 91
Shifts and Continuity in the Gender Model 95
The Transformation of Women's Democratic Citizenship 99
Conclusion: Towards a New Paradigm of State-Family

Relations? 104

6 Gender and Citizenship: The Danish Case 108
Assumptions about Gender in Danish Political Culture 108
Democratic Citizenship, Social Rights and Women's Agency 113
Universal Social Rights and the Dual-breadwinner Model 121
The Transformation of Women's Democratic Citizenship 127
Changes in Women and Men's Political Participation and

Identities 135
Conclusion: Potential and Problems of Equal Citizenship 144

Conclusion: Towards a Contextualised Feminist Theory
of Citizenship 149

Feminist Visions and Strategies 151
Including Gender Models in a Comparative Framework of

Citizenship 156
The Interplay of Women's Social and Political Rights 159
Shifts in the Political Meaning of Gender 163
New Challenges to Equal Citizenship in the European

Welfare States 165

Appendix 170
Notes 176
Bibliography 185
Index 204


